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LAPAROSCOPIC LIVER RESECTION IN A SINGLE INSTITUTION








YOO-SEOK YOON, HO-SEONG HAN, JIN-YOUNG JANG, SUN-WHE KIM, YONG-HYUN PARK 





Department of Surgery, Seoul National University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea





Aim: The aim of this study is to assess the feasibility and clinical outcomes of laparoscopic liver resection by reviewing our experiences of laparoscopic liver resection performed in a single institution. 


Methods: We retrospectively analyzed the clinical outcomes of 49 patients who had undergone laparoscopic liver resection for various liver diseases between May 2003 and February 2006. 


Results: The patients were composed of 31 men and 18 women, with a mean age of 55.7 years. Indications for laparoscopic liver resection included 30 cases of tumor (21 hepatocellular carcinoma, 2 metastasis from colon cancer, 7 benign tumor) and 19 cases of IHD stones. Operative procedures were 17 cases of tumorectomy, 18 cases of left lateral sectionectomy, 10 cases of left hepatectomy, 4 cases of right posterior sectionectomy, and 1 case of right hepatectomy. Mean operation time was 316.7 minutes. Intraoperative transfusion was needed in 17 patients (34.7%) with a mean amount of 1.5 units. There was one postoperative mortality (2.0%) due to biliary sepsis after left lateral sectionectomy for IHD stone. Postoperative complications developed in 8 cases (16.3%) (2 intraabdominal abscess, 1 hematoma, 1 bile leakage, 1 ascites, 1 gastric variceal bleeding, 1 ulcer bleeding), all of which were improved by conservative management. Mean postoperative hospital stay was 11.0 days. 


Conclusion: Our experiences show that laparoscopic liver resection is a feasible operation and is comparable to those of open method. However, prospective comparative study with long term follow-up is needed to confirm the equivalence.























